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 Bus Riders of Saskatoon 

March 2, 2025 – 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Zoom Video Conference 

  

Facilitator:    Mackenzie             Recorder:  Robert                     Regrets: Sherry 

Present:  Peter, Sydney, Bhuvnesh, Lila, Odin, Curt, Robert, Mackenzie 

   

1.Welcome and Treaty Land Acknowledgement: 

 

“I would like to begin by acknowledging that we are on treaty land referred to as 

Treaty 6 Territory and the City of Saskatoon and that all of the people here are 

beneficiaries of this treaty. Treaty 6 encompasses the lands of the Cree, Nakota, 

Dakota, Saulteaux (SOE-TOE) and the homeland of the Metis Nation. We are 

dedicated to ensuring that the spirit of Reconciliation and Treaty 6 is honoured 

and respected. This acknowledgement also reaffirms our relationship with one 

another, and we are committed to move forward in partnership with Indigenous 

Nations in the spirit of reconciliation and collaboration. “ 
 

2. Finalization of Agenda. Items 17.1, 17.2 and 17.3 added.  

3. Review of minutes of February 2nd meeting.  

4. Date & time for next meeting   Suggest:   Sunday, April 6th, 2025 at 7:00 pm 
  
5. Business Arising from the Minutes of the February 2nd, 2025 meeting 

5.1 Tabling opportunities – Jenn – in progress 

5. 2  

6. Correspondence   

6.1 E-Mail to Mike Jordan re ULIS discussion: Meeting date not yet 

arranged.  

 7 . Access Transit – Bob/Sydney 

• BRS will meet with the Access Manager on March 17th.  

• Sydney has concerns about week-end scheduling; service from accessible 

taxi service 

• Robert will notify Treesa Marie as she had requested to be at this meeting.  
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 8. Facebook/Website 

8.1 Issues since the last meeting: (in order of frequency).  Safety and 

anti-social behaviour, other transit systems, community information, City of 

Saskatoon posts and PSAs, driver commendations, rider questions, 

route/schedule issues, fleet renewal, riders offering information, fare 

evasion, complaints about drivers.  

8.2 General discussion.  There were more complimentary comments 

about drivers in the past month. Concern about the negativity which as been 

more common on the page in recent months. All anti-social behaviour is 

reported by drivers but they do not have authority to deal with people 

directly. Only a small amount of what happens gets reported on Facebook. 

  

9. City of Saskatoon Meetings     

9.1  Meeting:  – Tuesday February 18th at 1:30 via Zoom  

9.1.1 Agenda items included: 

•  Safety on buses and FSO Program 

• Performance of electric buses 

• Accuracy of real time arrival data 

• Bridge closures – University and Broadway 

• Advertising revenues 

• Seating layout options on buses 

• Buses as warm-up shelters 

  

 9.1.2 Attendees – Odin, Peter, Robert, Curt, who summarized some 

of the discussion from the meeting.  

 

 9.2 Meeting – March 17 at 1:30.  We will be meeting with Bittany 

Hadley, Manager Access Transit.   

• Attendees (?) – Peter, Curt, Odin, Jenn, Sydney, Robert,          

                 Lila & Treesa Marie 

 

10. Standing Policy Committee on Transportation (SPCOT)  

10.1.  Tuesday February 4, 2025 

• Verbal Presentation by Mary Fedun on Transit Safety 
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• Verbal Presentation by Cam McMillan regarding deployment of Fire 

Support Workers on Buses 

• Written submission from Sherry Tarasoff regarding data on utilization 
of Fire Support Workers 

10.2. Next meeting will be Tuesday March 4th.  

10.2.1 Agenda item  6.3.2 Report on Wheelchair Accessible Taxi 

Wait Time for Service   

 

11. City Council Meetings -  February 26,  2025 

•  No Transit related items were on the agenda   
 

 12. Keep Transit Moving Coalition (Robert, Lila) 

• Meeting: February 25, 2025 

• Discussion once again focussed on potential actions to promote transit 

during the upcoming federal election.  

13. Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Project (SPRP) – (Lila)   

 13.1 SPRP distributed a survey on transit use which was posted on our FB 

page 

14. Climate Hub – Curt 

• Nothing to report this month – there may be some call for actions in the 

spring 

15. Strong Towns - Mackenzie 

• Have met with Councillors McDonald and Parker 

• Promoting a pilot project to close off blocks on Broadway to vehicular 

traffic during the summer bridge closure 

• Opposed to the Saskatoon Bypass project  

• Wondering if BRS was incorporated as a non-profit  

16. Ongoing Actions  

16.1    Meetings with Councillors 

 16.1.1 Scott Ford – Ward 8 - Meeting took place via Zoom Monday 

February 3rd at 1:30 

     16.1.2 Robert Pearce – Ward 3 - Meeting took place on Monday  

 February  24th at 10:00 am   

• Those in attendance discussed our conversations with 

these two Councillors 
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 16.1.3 Suggest – Councillor MacDonald – Ward 1 

• Robert will contact MacDonald to set things up  

16.2 Action to promote Transit during Federal election campaign? 

• No enthusiasm expressed for actions at this time 

 

17. Other Business 

17.1 Polling – Who actually takes the bus?  Where and why do they take it? 

Jenn brought this forward to the  meeting. Discussion. Is there recent 

data that has already been collected? Interact? StatsCan?  Jenn will do 

some research on this.  McKenzie will contact some of his work 

colleagues on this.      

17.2  Councillor Ride Along. Discussion of what was done in the past and what 

we might be able to do in the future. Caution that we don’t try to do too 

much.  Discussion of the idea again at a future meeting.  

17.3 Open Houses re BRT on College – March 17, 18 and 19.  Details will            

be posted on the BRS Facebook page.  

18. Adjournment 

 
 


