Bus Riders of Saskatoon
October 5, 2025 — 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Zoom Video Conference

Facilitator: James Recorder: Robert Regrets: Curt
Present: Bhuvnesh, Lila, Peter, James, Robert, Odin

1.Welcome and Treaty Land Acknowledgement:

“I would like to begin by acknowledging that we are on treaty land referred to as
Treaty 6 Territory and the City of Saskatoon and that all of the people here are
beneficiaries of this treaty. Treaty 6 encompasses the lands of the Cree, Nakota,
Dakota, Saulteaux (SOE-TOE) and the homeland of the Metis Nation. We are
dedicated to ensuring that the spirit of Reconciliation and Treaty 6 is honoured
and respected. This acknowledgement also reaffirms our relationship with one
another, and we are committed to move forward in partnership with Indigenous
Nations in the spirit of reconciliation and collaboration. “

2. Finalization of Agenda.
3. Review of minutes of September 7, 2025 meeting.
4. Date & time for next meeting: Sunday November 2, 2025 at 7:00.

5. Business Arising from the Minutes of the September 7, 2025 meeting

5.1 Councillor Ride-Along — for future consideration
5.2 Transit Route Changes
e Discussion — Agreed that with all of the construction it is too
early to tell if the route changes are working effectively.

5.3 Bus Interior Design — Peter, Robert, Curt and Odin toured the Bus
Garage on September 24%". Met with Customer Service and
Maintenance staff and looked at current bus design. Made suggestions
for design considerations and for a better design team process.

5.4 Cutric Webinar on Battery Electric Buses — September 5%. Curt, Robert,
Peter and perhaps others from Climate Hub attended. Generally felt
that we were flooded with dense information which was very difficult



to follow. Questions will be responded to on the CUTRIC website but
have yet to appear.

6. Correspondence

6.1 None

received.

7 . Access Transit — Bob/Sydney not present. Lila reported:

New manager has been appointed. This was a promotion from
within.

Noted that a number of seniors are afraid of taking regular
Transit because of all of the stories they have heard about lack
of safety on the buses.

8. Facebook/Website

8.1 Facebook Page — Issues since September 1°.

79 posts —same as the previous month which was ‘busy’
Growing traffic likely reflects the ‘reach explosion’ last month
and many additional ‘members’.

Topics were: Riders sharing information (28), late buses (12) —
routes 18, 1, 19, 8, 3, 45/46, 25, questions from Riders (8),
Admin posts (6), Complaints about drivers (4), Commendations
for drivers (3), Complaints of apps not functioning (3), Lost and
found (3), Info on other transit systems (3), Full buses (2) —
route 26. Complaints about route design (2), Safety concerns

(1).

9. City of Saskatoon Meetings
9.1 Meeting: September 15, 2025

Topics discussed included:
o Lack of utility of the City’s PSAs for Transit users — BRS
suggested at a minimum including a link to Transit’s
Service Alert page.



o Poor quality of Transit route maps — Hopefully new maps
reflecting recent service changes will be rolled out in the
next few months

o Transit App — A variety of excuses were presented for this
and other apps not working as well as they used to

o Network redesign — update on engagement opportunities

e Minutes will be posted once approved. Noted that there is a
backlog in approval of the minutes from recent months.

9.2 Next Meeting:
9.2.1 Tuesday October 21st at 1:30 pm.
9.2.1.1 Topics: Would like to meet with the Maintenance Manager of
the Director of Transit.
9.2.1.2 Attendees: Peter, Odin, Robert, Lila

10. City Council Meetings
10.1. Meeting on September 24, 2025 Business related to Transit
included:

8.2.1 Fire Community Support Program Update — This report
was initially presented to the Standing Policy Committee on
Transportation on September 2, 2025 and referred to Council
for information. There was no discussion at the Council meeting
and the report was received as information.

https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?ld=738ecal8-31ac-
4c9e-abd9-
6d5a96926c5c&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&ltem=21&Tab=attachments

10.2 Next Meeting — Wednesday October 29, 2025
Agenda not yet posted.
11. Standing Policy Committee on Transportation
11.1 Next meeting: Tuesday October 7, 2025
11.1.1 Agenda item 6.3.3. Comprehensive Transit Fare Review
eDiscussion of the administrative reports which will be
presented to the committee


https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=738eca18-31ac-4c9e-a6d9-6d5a96926c5c&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=21&Tab=attachments
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=738eca18-31ac-4c9e-a6d9-6d5a96926c5c&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=21&Tab=attachments
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/Meeting.aspx?Id=738eca18-31ac-4c9e-a6d9-6d5a96926c5c&Agenda=Merged&lang=English&Item=21&Tab=attachments

eAgreed that BRS will present to SPCOT with more of a
focus on process rather than detail.
11.1.2 Agenda item 11.1 Sherry Tarasoff — Report on Transit
Service Changes

12. Keep Transit Moving Coalition (Robert, Lila)
12.1 Meeting — Tuesday September 30"
e Discussion of what urban transit systems need from the Canada
Public Transit Fund.
12.2 Next meeting Tuesday October 28th?

13. Saskatoon Poverty Reduction Partnership (SPRP) — (Lila)
e Currently doing work on a campaign for a universal basis income
e Lila will bring the Fare Review to their attention.
[ J
14. Climate Hub — Curt — not able to attend the meeting
15. Strong Towns — Mackenzie- not able to attend the meeting
e Recommendation of a book called “Strong Towns”
16. Ongoing Actions
16.1 Meetings with Councillors: Meeting with Dubois
e Options offered were October 6th, 10th, 17" — Agreed that we will
ask for a meeting later in the month as these dates seem to be
difficult for most people
16.2 Budget Preparation — Action: Partnering with Climate Hub, focussing
on the 2026-2027 Climate Budget
16.3 Transit Talk — Network Redesign Engagement — October 6, 2025 —
11:30 - 1:30 - Peter, Robert, Lila are registered
17. Other Business
17.1 General discussion on a variety of issues.
18. Adjournment



